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conſcience and equi i, , yertheLaw willneitherſee,nor 
| ieareany of them ,” bur puniſhett#997inriocent Priſo- 
ners, tharwould (but cannot pay) becauſc one Debtor 
| ma happil be' Found fraudufent and obſtinate. 
| Bur it will be ſaid, thatthe Chauncerie doth mitti= 

gate the hardnefſeand rigour ofthe Lawin Vſutiesfor 

| Forfairutes ,&c.and that wrong Tadgementsmay bere- 
qucrſed by Arraine,Errors, Audita Querels, &CE./ Where: 

ynto it is anſwered. © 

| Thar the remedy isworſe then the diſeaſe, Gr all 
courſes of relicfe by Law or Chauncerie, arehard;redi- 
þ " pus, incertaine long and extreame chargeable. 

© Anditis alamentable caſe, that whenthe Debtor is 
7 mint! or vnconſcionably caſti in theLaw, ſtri pt of his 
or Eftate, his body Impriſoned;his liberty tyed vp, his cre- 
it deftro cd, and his friends baniſhed ; then, to ſend 
Him ſo di bled; to ſecke remedy by new ſuites ar Law 
or Chaunceric, ' which are chargeable beyond belicfe, 
nd more chargeable and morediſaduamtagioustothe 
Priſoner , then any other by farre: isneitheriuſt, con. 
Mcionable, or reaſonable. For manya priſoner chathin” 
Fo f theſe ds ſpent his meanes,-orftarn'd inpriſon, _w 
his ſuite hath" beene halfe ended.” The difficulty ,” or 
Fact impoſſibility ; of theſe Relictes "is t00 well 

knowne. - 

= Andwith the ſfameextremity , doth-the Stature of 
Ws bedarigh deale with the poore Debcor: OT EELS 

= rt. Inthatthercare ſo many prouifions madefor the 


Oreditors Recoueric, butnotone A& of tenderneflc 
+ D cowards 
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rowards rhe Debtor. Forthe Debtor may beſtaru'd jm. 
priſon , with his wife and children, in; the fouren W0- | 
neths aſſignedfor the finding, ceazing,and deuiding of 
his eftate, by reaſon there 15n0 proviſton at all made 
for their liuvelyboods in themeane ume, 0-155 

2, In that the. Statute hath. not remembr ed to ſee E : 
he Debtor ar liberty , when all his eſtate is taken from | 
him,and deuided, but leaues him wichout meanes, to 
periſh jn-priſon..::1107 9 350 19 28 1797 1 OG 
v2 Norhath it made any difference inthe quality of Ho 
Debts ; for the greateſt part of all Priſoners Debts are, # 
orariſe from corrupt bargaines, forfaicures, and. Vſu- 
ries :which,when the poore Debtors eſtate will not ex» 
tend to pay the principall, theforfaitures and Vſuries 

might be ſpared , or atleaſt the Debtor not be keptin M 
priſon for ſuch ; without meanes, and without trade to Fa 
keepehtm,his wife and children in life. And it is a hard 
thing , to breakevp the conſcience by Oath, to finde 7 
wherewith to pay fotfaitures, viuries, and corruptbar- 
gaines, F*4 Þ; Fe S574 21g " Fve*: £4 ©: 7-45 Bl 

 Doubtlefle this hardneſſe of the Law, the miſeries 

of Impriſonment,, and the vnconſcionable.dealing of 3 
C reditors ,-(all falling-heauic-vponthe priſoners cre- i 
cit;eſtate; wite,children ,'and olt tumes-vpon his bo Jy 
and foule to) hathwrought many ſtrange and pirtil | 
<fte&s, Anditwillnot be vnfttinthis place, to ſhew 1 
rwo orthree efpecial examples outof the Kings B >, = 
tn: they 7 gr at hand, and lately d one; chough | 
and -nche Bleerk by - is kinde haue beene done thers, 
their iniuſt ſuffering ucteothers, who iii the ſence WIW 


"_ ings, ardagony of their miſeries, hail 
with poyſon, kniues, halters « cy 


ratelymadethemſclues away mans = 
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Fi | (19) | 
ſeriouſly intonded, 'or attempred to doethe like who 
yer, by Gods great mercy,or ſome goed accidenthaue 
Ebcene preuented. All which (to anoyde tediouſneſſe 
©3n this diſcourſe, and the inconueniencie/of naming 
EZehem) I thinke fir to ſpare. As alſo all like deſperate 
Ads donein all other priſons in Exg/and , who miſt 
needes hauc too many like examples:becauſe they haue 
like men, like weakenefle, and like extremities prefling 
FTOCIMN, $4, v3.21 3 W329 5 
= 1. One Dawley an vnhappy Weſt-Countryman(who 
formerly had fer on worke one hundred poore people 
yecrely in the Art of Felt-making)failing in his eſtate, 
cyt ”—_— knowne vice, for hee was cuer accounted an 
Zhoneſt and diſcreetman)wascaſtinto the Kings Bench, 
where having preuailed with fifreene of ſeuenteene 
KZCreditors for reſpite of foure .yeeres time : the other 
wo (who were men of very goodeſtats) refuſed, and 
proſecuted the Commiſſion-of Bankrupt,andobrained 
ERhe Commiſſion ſcaled , which with much difficulty 
and cxpence poore Dawley withſtood,and ar laſt hauing 
obtained a Swperſedezs, and notable ro giuefor the pri- 
late ſealing burthalfea Peece (for it was his laſt money) 
Earn (who perceiued there was needeand haſt) threw 
=xthc S,perſedeas ſcaled (as by credible report) into the 
ZS&re; vponnotice whereof, poore Dawley, nothauing - 
herewith ro ſtop the Commiſſion,nerknowing how 
Xo keepe himſelfein priſon, or his wife and children in 
life, that night hang'd himſelfe. © 
& 2. Frith,aman of 1600, pound land per annum; being | 
Fndebred fcucn or cight thouſand pounds ,and having 
ZEmbroyled his eſtate by Aſſurances,Statutes,8c. to dt- 
Wcrs great Vſurers ; was'by Extents, Orders, and De- 
Werees bo lace ripe ofall, char ale hechad pane is 
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bed:cloathes, and childrenscloarhes ; atlaſt In meeny. 
want and fight of his miſerie, hauing bur foure : 

_ things left the nightbefore, and his credit for foo q 
- ſpent euery where, killd:himfelfe:with a Piſtoll. And 


it maynot ſeeme ſtrange if his faith did ſhrinke , fox Y 


hee had becne kept two yeeres Sub arts cuſtodia, with, Þ 
outhearing deuine Seruice, or Gods word preached: | 
what cuer the. man. or. theccauſe was/,: weeare ſurethe | 
courſes were vnconſcionable, and the ſtate hee ſtoode 
in, was: very hard for any fleſh and blood to beare, 
Hee accuſed by a-VVriting made at his death”; 'Sir | 
John Bexnet and fome others, of hard meaſure andin: } 


3. Inthewhite Lyon hard by the Kings'Benchj\one 
Allen with his two Suerties , were about two yeeres 
fince caſt.into Priſon. , in Execution of thirty pound 
Forfaitare and Colts-,, for. twelue-pound- prineipall 7 
Debt. ,- without other matter or Debt againſt-any'of BI 
them,who being Mechanicallmen, and notable to pay 
or maintaine themſelues inpriſon;are all three brood ©” 
wait. griete,and miſery of Impriſontment, deadand pe: Þ 

riſhed: So that for twelue, pounds:Debt , the cruell Þ 

Creditor hath had the. liues of three men; and vadone 
three families, A bales} Oe. 
--;Andno meruaile, if fuch iran 
happen »:andare ſo often;and 


when intheKings Benchalon 
dred ſoules, fo 


geanddefperare Ads Þ by 
commonly committed, Z 
x ne thereis neere three _ je 

. TW Om «QUT:9 autour Chrift d ed ; : | \ 


Chriſtian Congregation,,. T = ad 


| heſe:men are eonmiaſled © 
| ; © H2H90,,c Lefe:men arc-compaſſed Þ 
withamulttudeo miferieSand heauicaflicionsand © 
tharefore lomecannot.chooſe, 
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| (22) 
bs) thereis nota man to ſpeake aword.of comfort in 
gue ſeafon , or any one ordayned and eſtabliſhed 
Or the common feruice of God, or inſtrutiowand 
omfort of ſo greata number of fainting: and afflicted 
C pules. 
© Yer accidentally there commeth ſome Sera er a» 
N ongſt them,,, who hath little care, (for not being 
his charge ) or little will. , for Priſoners haue not 
meanes to pay.the Lahowrears paines;, or heeknoweth 
bot their diſcaſes and diſtemperatures, -becanſe hee re- 
urnes foorthwitha Stranger as he came;or he hath the 
,ommonvnworthineſſe 0 drinking} orſuch like,where- 
y irfolloweth that Gods ſetuice the Priſoners good 
nd comfort, & his owne trauaile "all fall ro theground 
| Apia for want of authority, meanes of encous 
— good example... 
© Tn meane time, throughweakeneſſe of Rich i in God, 
L S nd for want of feare of God. we 
=X One withſhameand diſtcmperature,loſeth his ſence 
gr dics.. 
Another for pouerty and want, periſhethi-1ir: +; 
Onp with feare,and. 'rieke., reakes-his: heart: out 
P > 
PAnothers heart that cannot breakes ; the Deuilli is rea- 
ic to teach himdeſperately how to.make way. | 
=. One yncharitably flies from: his Kecpie th: this Kee- 
ger inay pay his Debr. | 
it þ Anether deſperately. aduentures: his life ro breaks 
priſon, 
| Qne giues.himſclfe ouer to! Jrinke wndcompanis 


X A inking thereby to. comfor | his: comfordeſle. ſoule, 
Wa (l. all fence: of Ss and ne It © bee drowned 
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- And accordingly euery ſeuerall man fallerh, orisih 
dangerto fall, according to his ſeuerall weakenefle, 


Bur let vs now caſt our eye backeto ſce and confidet 
for whom the Law of God, of Man, of Tuſtice, of con. # 
ſcience, and the poore Priſoner is thus vnconſcronablyl 
dealtwith,and trodenvnder foote. Anſwere. Euen for} 

| rendernefle to V ſurers and vſurious Contracts outofa 
ſuppoſed policie andineceſſity to amplifi: Comer: 
bur it isro bee remembred; firſt, thar all Creditorsef 
Priſoners for the moſt part,ornine in ten parts are Viy.} 
rers, dire&ly or indire&ly , who are not men of want, 
but haue great and ſuperfluous eftates, which nottot 
conſcionable'reſpe&,butfor meere couetouſneſſe(con-W 
trary tothe Law of God and man) they lend forth for 
gaineand increaſe. v; pd RR 
Theſe men doeneither tradenor ftand idle, (though 
it were farre better they were idle) for their doings, 
or rather vndoings of men\arevalawfull & vnchriftan 
Howbcit, vpon the ftrange opinion of pollicie, they 
are cuery where ſuffered, tenderly nurſed, and carefuly# 
prouided' for in'the boſome of our Lawes ,- and be# 

| wweenethe very hands of Tuſtice and conſcience, al 
moſt neceflary members of the Common-wealth , and 
thatin ſo higharate, as ifrhe Commonwealth mul 
forthwith fall to ruine if Yſurers were not;- or ſhout? 
bediſcouraged; when in trueth it is iuſtly to be fearegy 
that many crofles and curſes haue beene , are; or maſs 
comevponthis land for conniuing and ſuffering freelſ 
without puniſhment ſo foule and cryinga ſinne, tha 
deuoures: Gods people |, and makes fo many porn 
ſoules cryto heauentor vengeance: What is this butt 

3 preferrethe pollicy of mants the eternall wiſedome® 
the Almighty God and to endeuour to make finnoii 
| '% TY 
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 -For though wee ſee, that the Tradeof Vſuryisthe' 
nely, ſureſt, and profitableſt Trade in theKingdome 
br V ſurers neuer breake) and that Vſurers haue alrea- 
e gotten the {tile of good men, the beſt reputation 
mongſithe Commons, andexecute many places and 

arges of Magiſtracie in the Common-wealth-withs 


ue impeachment,” 6 + Entiorf 
 Yetwe all-know that Vſurers are extortioners;; and 
y the word of God ſtiled Idolaters, practizers of crus 
ty and oppreſſion, deuourers and ſpoylers of their 
Shriſtian brethren; not fit toline amongſ{tthechildien 
wtf God, but ought be caſt forth as/Caterpillers-ourt of 
Garden, whoſe conſciences are ſeared;vp, and ſo 
tanded with rapineanderuelty, thatirarely,orncuer 
==n they returne to be ſound or good, forno Cationi- 
Zell or other ſtory of credit telleth-vs of any that cuer 
xEpented: yet we haue the examples of Thieues, Forni- 
Zgitors, Murtherers, Perſecutors, and ſuch like; to haue 
Fepcnted,and to be ſaued, but not one Viurer.| | /., 
= And therefore it was at firſt praQized-in this King 
me by Iewes onely,; but: abhorred and-deteſted in 
hriſtians, And many InſurreQions were made agatnft 
ie Iewes, and they were at laſt baniſhed-foreuer out 
this Kingdome, -as vnworthy to liue ina Chriſtian 
pmmonxwealth, not in regard they were lewes, but 
cauſe they liued by this wicked and cankerous Trade 
EV ſury, forfaitures and extortions./! 1+ 7 LV 
[The Prophet in the old Lawcrycd outagainſt grind- 
p the face of the poore, which was, by ſimple Viury. 
Wc our Prophets may cry out, againſt grinding the 
—Wcke;licart,and life of the poore: for ourVſurers when 
ey bauc ground awayallthe eſtate, Oy 
dy into prifon, where his credit, CE a | 
I | : | , 1S 


his lifeto ; are as lily ground awaybyImpriſonment, * 


andthe miſeries that attend it, as Vſurie ground away | 
his eſtate by Intereſts, Forfaitures, Cheuances, and 
ſuch like exrortious praQtizes, oo _ 
Theold Prophetsneuer heard of ſuchVſurers, and | 
Vſurics as oursare;. 12eaftin; 34 10 eur 3 
 Andindeede, this our kinde of Vſurie and praQtiſe, b 
_ of Impriſotiment, doth as {lyly grinde awaythe Vius | 
xers owneconſcience , and conſequently his bodyand. 
foule to. For the Law ; (which is alwayes vaderftood, 
to be founded in Iuftice and conſcience)caſts the whole 
Forfaitureinto the Vſurers lap,where ſometimes (hap- 
pily) or ſome Vſurers willnot take the Forfaiture, but 
are-content with the principall , Vſurie and charges, 
TheDiuell taking aduantage hereat,cockes vp the Vius 
rer, andrellshim that hee is full of Gods grace, good- 
neſſe, and charity, in remitting that,, whichwas his by 
Law and Iuftice. {52112 g. 
And being thus flattered, and his conſcience ſmoos 
tedouer, in opitionof much merit, feares notto ex- 
attrhe Yſurie, and cuery other extortious pretencets 
thevtmolt (fo it be within compaſle of the Forfaiture) 
by Impriſonment or any kinde of vnconſcionable ri- 
gour, not oncedreaming that his conſcience hath any 
guiltof extortion, or hath cauſeto thinke vpon repett 
rance, iudgement, or damnation. 125354 
And h 


; ence it is doubtlefſe, that all or th art 
ot Vſurersliuc info Rn 


rh greatſecurity, ſuppoſed they haue 

merrited heauen, by extorting 4s. 4 en thei Vine. 
rieand charges,haue ſuch peaceable conſciences,&1uf- 
fer themlelues to be ſo quietly carried away like-who- 
ded Hawkes into the graue of deſtruction, elfe their _ 
"arts and confciencescould not chooſe bur tremble, 


and 


— 


| andmakewarre 
E prRomes , which their wicked & abhominabl, 
| hath drawnevpon them byextortion and cruelty. 
'Let no man therefore flatter himſelfe, and thinke he 
ſtandeth right before God, becauſe the Law alloweth 
Forfaitures,and conniueth at meane Yſuries : For God- 
doth fir and laugh them to ſcorne, and his judgement 
doth attend to cxecute vengeance for theſe thirigs. 

_ Somemen would excuſe the vaconſcionableneſſe of 
the Law, alledging, thatin ceaſing the Debtors body 
and goods,and giuing way to Vſurics, Forfaitures,and 
corrupt bargaines , the Law doth no more then what 
the Debtor himſclfe hath contraQted vnder his hand 
and Scale, And Yolcntinor fit iniuria : whereto it is an» 
{wered; | wv; 

1 Firſt, that the Guile of the Law cannot ſo be wa- 
fhed off: For in Debts where there ts nocontra&vnder 
che Debtors hand or Seale, the Law giues the Debrors 
goods,andhis bodyinto Prifonatthe Creditors will. - 

2 Thatthe Debtor is not volexs, for it is againſt cue« 
ry Debtors willto pay Vſury or Forfaiture Hit hee is 
prefſed thereunto by his owne neceſlity on the one ſide, 
and by the Creditors vncharitable will on the other, 
who will not lend butfor Vſury and Forfaiture.. / -- --/; 

3 The common ſaying (volexti non fit iniuria) is a 
falſe poſition, elſe it is lawfull rg; knockaman.in the 
head that is willing todye, which is abſurd, forthe will 
or conſent of the party yatoan Attthatis init ſelfe in- 
iuft, cannot make the A iuſt, nor juſtifie the Actor, 
 Andit isalſo obieated: That if mens bodies may 
not be Impriſoned, how ſhall they reconertheir debts? 
Anſwere. Vponthe Debtorseftate onely, as this King- 
| domeherctoforedid, and __ Kingdomesnow ons 


withinthem to repairethat,by hard re- 
b 


A Vluries 


Az 


Ga - - .” 
ndthetefore let the Creditor ground his truſt there, 
vpon, and truſtno farther then theDebrors eſtate. for 
thenceonly can he haue true farisfa&tion.. It is replied, 
That there will beno more credit giuen, if mens bodies 
may not be impriſoned, and conſequently;Irade-anf 
Comerce, will decay. 4»yſrere. Honeſt trafle,, honeſt 
contracts, and honeſt truſt, will notwithſtanding beas 
plencifullsfor while there is the ſame vic, neceſſity, and 
profit by comerce , there muſt needs be the ſame effec, | 
(vnleſſe it ſhall be denied by ſome impoſiibilicy)for nes 
cefliry,and profit, will notlet the mariner or mcancs 
fleepe, till the effet bewrought. |. rl 2c05raitly 

Trueit is, that Vſurious ContraQts will be-more res 
latinely made tocuery mans eſtate, creditand honeſiyy 
notblindly and deſperately as now it 1s: for how did 
they in the times of the old Law, of the Goſpell, and in 


the ancient times, and pollitique gouernment of this | 
Kingdome,andinall other Kingdomes ar preſent.Shall 
we thinke that choſe Common-wealthes had no Con- 


"aye 12 4 , to iuſtice, conſcience, 
ery ro the King and State, vnprofitableto the. 
-reditor, and defiruttion tothe Debtor. i 
''To conclude, fincea manmay innocently bea Deb- 
tor by the Law,or become in{olnent,or haue no means, ; 
or want preſent meanes to pay, in ſuch amultitude of 
D, ca criminall Dedtor but one way. which the Law 
puniſherh otherwiſe? Ta EI 


* 


"5 (27) 
Why-ſhould we (vpon ſo good: warrarit as we han 

out of theold Law, the Goſpell, the MotherLawes of 
this Kingdome, and vpon the fight of ſo many reaſons, 
andrulcs of iuſtice, conſcience, and Chriſtian. piety) 
doubt todepreſfle this: crucll and vnconſcionable prac- 

| tiſe of Impriſoning mens bodies for Debts, and to re-. 

ſtore the ancient lawes and cuſtomes of this: King- 

| dome, totheirlite and liberty againe..: _ |. 1-4: ©!) 


; ” 


Apainſt the Praftiſe of All other (oun- 


"LL £Yees w# - 

E222 N Germane, Frente, Italy, Spayne, and the 
1/2) Low Countries; No man'is detained in 
Nec priſon for Debt,abouea yeere and aday,as 
Z<SM all chey who haue obſerued the Lawesand 
| © 4.4% Cuſtomesof thoſe Countries can certifie. 
In which time the Creditors haue powerto take,ceaze, 
and ſell all the eſtate of the Debtor, which being done; 
the Wines Dower is firſt taken our fortherelicte ofher 
and her children, the reſt is deuided amongſt the Cre- 
ditorsasfarreas it willgoe, and fo theDebtoris freed 
fromthoſe Debts for eger,, and ata yeereandaday his 
| bodyis ſetat liberty tobeginthe world anew} And by 
| the chiill Law Qu# valtikedere bowic liberatine oft a debito. 
U the'Debtor ſhall be/tonrent to relinquith his eſtate 
to the Creditor , lice is free from the Debt. So there 
CAROL] | E 2 . needes 


(28) 
needes-no Imprifonment at als”: 5: +1061 Ol 
Butno Gentleman , or man of quality, may be Im | 
priſonedatall for Debts, hiscſtate only is lyable theres | 
vnto, and yet with reſeruation of fuch neceſlary things, | 
as honeſty, honour ; humanity and Chriſtianity. doth 
challcage, viz.rhe: Souldicrs perſon, his Armes, his 
apparcll, bed and chamber, conucnicntly.and neceſſa,. 
rily furniſhed , may nor bee-taken for Debt:.and: like * 
reſeruation is made toeuery other man.of other qua» } 
lity. Wn 2% =>, 
And in all thoſe Empires, Kingdomes, & Regions, | 
which are gonerned bythe Mahometan Lawes,thereis 
no tollerationof Vſurie at all, neither impriſonmentof I 
mens bodies for Debt, being abſolutely by Mdahomets 
Alcaron, prohibited in the 4. 4z0ara or Chaps viz, They 
which line of Vſurie , ſhall not riſe againe otherwiſe thenuht | 
| Dinet, becanſe they embrace that which God hath ſatis on. 
lawfull. They (inexcuſe) ſayV ſurieis a Merchandize: But 
ee which are good, feare God, and forſakeY ſurie;leff thi uh 
ger of God and bis Prophet aſſaile you:ate onely the principal; 
andif thy Delnor cannot pay thee; Nay till hee can, and giut 
bim Almes, for thisſhall be beter fonthee;.. Thelewes (be 
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antereſtthe Debtor can: 
Lawaforeſaid be defaui 
and tlic Debtoronly/ 

_ ot{mpriſonmentot.mens 
for Debt, vnl- Ct 


eor, his VV: 31 
> Wie, 


£ 3! 

0 

ks hes 

bo 

I 
5: IN 


ECP - 
Ph 4 . Haq >, 


(gy 
 knowne : :So that, impriſonment of mens badies for 
Debr, according to the praCtiſe of Exg/awd, isa greater 


burthen and bondage, then is to be found i in any other 
Chriſtian orHeathen rs ar 


Ny 9 Aiom maſtarif ct- 
-_ out of rind Debrors credit, out-of his 
; labourandinduſtry, out of the-goodwill 


RALEED of his friends, or out:of his-owne cſtate. 
L2 1:1 flndbal thinges: thartidepriuve. or dilable 
| theDebtgr inany of theſe, doe! weaken/and leflen: his 
ecanes;and conſequently cad to. the Creditors preind- 
| dice,and ever. 64 Tod ot); on0 
i Now tl this Debacutienedie;alcfle ooanca! TERY ade 
| aPriſbbes: hs vocation;labourand induſtry/is denyed 
by Impriſonment. And the-Priſon makes-himbecome 
| a Reprobare to all his able friends fot rhey all forfake 
 him:dayly experience approues it. And Imprifonment 
E no way inableth the meanestor payment of Debts, but 
many wayes waſtes and conſumes rhe Debtor and his 
| eſtate,to the enriching of Lawyers, Keepers of Prifons; 
Bayliffes, and others. For: befides the Priſoners moſt 
neceſſary,expences forthe livelihood and maintenance 
| of himſclte,witc and Children, while helyes in Priſon, 
| and the vrauoydable fees and charges thar he muſt vn- | 
*; E 3- Gere. 


dergoe;/heeis forced by reaſon ofhis want, extremity," 
and reſtraint of liberty to truſt friends and Seruants 
with the fale of Lands,Chattels or goods ,and withre: 
ceipts and payments of money by whome he is very of. 
ren deceiued, couſened orrobbed, as by dayly experi. 
enceis ſeene,not onely to the Creditors preiudice,but 
many times to the ouerthrow a7 the Priſoners life. * 
If the Debtor Cds wy 2h 1:prificipall; and hath | 
 LandsorLeaſewhich may bee well wo rth 2. Thouſand 
pounds, yet ifhe cannot conuert it into money for pre. 
ſent payment,wherebyhisbody-is caſtin Priſon, there 
falleth ſo much diſgrace and diſreputation ſodainly 
yponhimandhiscſtace}thatnot oneman in aCout 
wrey will bid himoughefor it, (howcleare or goed ſos 
uer the Tytle bee) onelythe Lawycror his Creditors | 
comonlyhis Chapman z marry they will giueburhallt 
the worth, whickthe Priſoner ( whoſe neceflity doth. 
notilcepe) cannotrefuſe. And while theſe thiriges art 
 indoinga yeare,twoor three, is ſpent iwhope to ſellto 
moreaduantage, (for the Priſoner is loathits ſell his$ 
 Karetorhalferheworth)and inthis time; the debes be 
increaſed by'Vſary-and the eſtate: more-waſted by the 
Priſoners owne maintenance, by. charges'in Law.and 
'Chauncery-to ſtop Exccutions, Out-lawries, Forfey- 
tures,&c. that hiseſtate that was worth Two thouſant 
pounds, and was'doubleto the principall Debt twoot 
109 ” rs, vg - farre conſumed, thati 
MLICAICE MAKE DIXE hundred pounds to pay the prit 
cipall, VſuryJand charges,which inthe mos rin/eait 


wneto Thirtcene or fourteene hundre _—_ 
Fes the oucrplns chundred paunds,be 


rerkreue ot Sixe or ſeauen hundred pour 
oy 
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tors haueoffered ar-firft ropay the principall:debr,or 
halfe or more orlefle, as theireſtare & mcanes did then 
W cnablc chem,who after chey have bin caſt in Priſon;haue 
E becne ſo farre and fo ſodainly waſted and -conſumedby 
charges, fces,and neceſſary maintenance of them;rhicir 
| wiues & Children,as they haue not bin able ro'pay any 
part of thar, which before Impriſonment they offered 
and were ableto pertorme, butthaueperifhed'm Priſon 
| for want: ſo'the debrots life 8&the.Crediroxs:debtis loft 
at once by the Tmpriſonmenr,whictrorherwifehad bin 
both referued. And thougtrirt betrue, tharſomeDeb- 
tors haue paide their debts while they haye been irrPri- 
| fon, yer they haue been very few,nor werethey enabled 
 afty way.thereuntoby Imprifonment,butby ſomeacct 
| dentall eſtate, fallea vnto ther by death"of Father; 
friends or kindred, or by ſome fale/of Lands or other 
eſtate that could 'not be made ſooner;orby recoucry of 
| Lands, Leafe;Debts aridſuch.like, which'rime hath ri 
| pened,or accident hath broughtto the Priſoners hand 
| ForImpriſonment of the Debtors body, no\wayens 
ableth the Debtor toigiue ſatisfaQion'into the Credi- 
| tors purſe, for whether! the Debror liue long, or'dyes 
| foone in Priſon,that debt is cleared by the Impriſon- 
| How prepoſterous and-abſurd is itthen, to caſtthe 
Debtors body into Priſon; where his eſtate is'waſted, 
| his Credit ſpoyled;his Fortunes and verrues Toft, his 
| Body afflited , his life conſumed or\murdered, and 
| whereby the Creditor barres himſelfe from all remedy 
againft bis eſtareforener,- 0 0009 0 
| Whenas the Debtor thoughhebeenotableropay 
| preſently, yer while he is at berty, hehathhis Credir, 


his 


— 


| tus forrunes,his friends, his quality & endeauours tr bi 
not onielyto raiſc anew eſtate to the payment of his? 
Debts, but to aduance himſelfe in Seruices, thattend. 


- 
= 
5 
—W. 
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tothe glory of God, and to the good of the Kingand 
Common-wealti.. CR dads. 
- But itis Obieced, thatif the Debtor hath eſlateand 
meanes to maintaine him in Priſon, why dork hee not 
. paytheDebtandcleere himſclfe outof Prilon? | ©) 
Anſzer. For divers iuſtand weighty cauſes: vzz...1 | 
1. Itisingenerallreaſon prefuuned,thatno mancan 
be ſovoydeofvnderſtanding or deſperate of his owne 
lifeand liberty that will lye in Priſon all hisdayes, if 
(by any though hard conditions for fleſhiand bloodto 
yndergoe) he may beedeliuered, for either to.auoyde 
the ſhame, miſery and danger of his life by Impriſone 
- ment, heewill pay the Debt if he can, or the Creditot } 
(whoſe heart andeye is more direfted to the ſtate then 
the Body)willnot make himſelfe incapable to ceazetie 
_ eſtatebytaking the Body. Hence thereforezir is in ne 
cellity of reaſon induced, that the Priſoner hath-not 
- meanesto pay the Debt, 


2+ TheDebtor when he is caſt into Priſon hath ſeri- 
ouſly-to conſider, whether the payment ofall his eſtate 


willcleerehimornor. 


For to pay all hiseſtate forpart of his Debt, and p&« 
ow in Priſon for the 9 rh Re ”y 
 [-Qrto pay all his eſtate for the Yrincipall Debtand 
knowledge anew ludgement for Ne Intereſt and For- 
teytures,wherby he muſt ſhore! 


come to Priſon again 
- Orto payall his eſtateto t f -_- 


AA; he Creditor that hath calk | 
im in Priſon,and not to hauew > pay oth 


herewith to pay others | 

Who are ready to doethe like. wg ns by 
Octopayall his efate fora Debt doubled by Fote 

__ 
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iS " _ 
feyrure , when he hath paid the greateſt patt already? 
| ho other then to ſtarue himſelfe-1n priſon, and conſe. 
| quently to betray his ownelife,, which the law of God 
and nature abhorreth. © wil + 
| - Ofalltheſercaſons,the Creditor tharcaft him inpri- 
| ſon (who commonly hath the workt and moſt extorti- 
| ous Debt) will take no notice, bur againſt his owne 
& conſcience and knowledge, and to colour his cruelty, 
 clamourethand crieth ourfalſely, charrhe Debcot hath 
| meanes to pay, but vnconſcionably lyeth in priſon, and 
| will not pay. SH Ee 
| 3. The Impriſonment of the Debtors body, is the 
| Creditors ſatisfaftion that keepes himin vrifoa. And 
It is the greateft ſarisfaQion that the Creditor can ex- 
act, and the deareft payment that the Debtor can make. 
And the Creditor is thereby excluded from all pre. 
rence againſt the priſoners eſtate, and can in no ſore be 
truly ſatd ro keepe or ſpend the Creditors eſtate in pri- 
ſon, for if the priſoner ſhall pay all his meanes, andnot 
He ſure to quit his liberty thereby, hee payeth the Debr 
| double, and doth iniuſtice againſthis owne life, © 
| Nowin all theſe caſes (which are the moſt comifion” 
caſes and cauſes that priſoners pay nottheir Debts) © 
Tris aiuſt,cquall, and reaſonable thing in the Priſo- 
W-ner, not to pay the Creditor, burto keepe his eſtate, to 
 defendhis owne, his wife and childrens liucs from pe- 
| riſhing. Ge TE2-s Att; HEHE 
Andthereforeby all thereaſons premized, itmult 
needesbeclearely againſt the Creditors owne profit,to 
priſon the body oftheDebror, _ 


% 
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ON ET <4 


He. 


To the preindice of the King and Common | 
q2r | 


Warmers O be found a Debtor in the, Law, 1s no 
Gag Kee} crime or. violence done againſt the pub- 
-» k s lique iuſtice or gouerament, but is breach 
Y Pe ot w of pact & contra@ betweene: private met, 
'._ _- whoſe-particular intereſt it-onely concert F 
neth.and therefore the wiſedome of the ancient Lawes 
of this Kingdome, gaue remedy and fatisfaQtion out 
theparticulareſtate of the Debtor properly, but med- 
led nor with the body of the Debtor. - 1 
For the body ot every ſubietbelongeth torheKing 
andeuery ſubieRisamemberor fingle part ofthe body 
of the Common-wealth. Now to take the body'of the 
. Kings tubic&t, and a member of the Common-wealth, 
and to calt nim.into priſon for Debt; where;he-tauſtlye 
ruſting and rotting idely and vnprofitably all the day&! 
of his life; and dyc miſerably, is no0ther then'ito firip 
androb the King and Common-wealthofcheirlimbes 


and members, and conſequemtly of theſcruices anda 
deuours of a great number of good Subic&s yeerely.. 
[ And that 1t 


A may be ſcene how farre this lofle ormik- 
Eluete Gone to the King and Common-wealth doth ex: 
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; (35). Fs 
tend; Let it be firſt remembred;that there are ſhut vpin 
| priſons for Nebts men of cuery quality, profeſſion, and 
' degree. Of which, many haye done, and themolt part 
| arcable to doe, good ſeruice tothe King and State in 
one kinde or other, ory ca es WO aurora 
| Secondly,let the numbers be.conſidered,for in Lon-. 
| donalone (by miſerable example) is found, threeor 
foure thouſand priſoners , the*Þreateſt part for Deber, 
amongſt which are diuers Commanders, andinen of 
quality, and good endowments, who haue done, and 
| areable to doe, good ſeruice to his Maieſtie and State. 
= They are the ſame men, and hauethe ſame vertucs, yer 
& both men andvertuesare buried aliue ina Priſon, with 
| the ſpoyle and ouerthrow-of them , their wyucsand 
| children. | . lng 7 EL I6 
_ Anditisthe morepreiudiciall cothe King & Com- 
' mon-wealth, by how much-it is more compaſſionare,in 
regard an honeſt, man may fall in the Law byamulti- 
| tude of accidents, errors, practiſes, periuries,forgeries, 
and ſuch like of others, and for doing honeſt, friendly, 
and Chriſtian Offices,out of loue,ffiendſhip,and good 
intention to others, as is before ſhewne, when nothing 
canbe ſaid for the Creditor, butthat he contracted for 
Vſurie, couetous gaine, or forfaiturethings vnlawiull 
and hatcfull in the ſight of Godand man. } 
| Andthis Impriſonmentof mens bodies forDebt,en- 
 courageth the Vſurer-to giue ſo'/much blinde and de- 
ſperatecredir ro young Gentlemen, who therebyare 
| fed with mony to ſerue them in their wilde courſes,and 
before they haucage or diſcretionto'ſe their folly , or 
| time to-tetrackthem,are eaten outby Viuryand Fortai- 
| tures, and oftentimes the father ſeeth his eldeſt ſonne 


runne into deepe engagements, yet cannot reſtraine it, 
BER F 2 whereby 
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whereby many an ancient houſe and family is over: 


throwne.andthe Vſurer planted in his fteed,” 7 

So is itwith the painfull and honeſt Trader \, who 
when the profit of his Trade exceedes not tie Intereſh; 
he payes , yct is drawne along in hope of a better rite 
OT $2050 fortune, ill the Vſurer hath eaten him, and all 
his honeſt careand trauaile quite out; 24.15 


F 


- And it is the maine cauſe alſo of infinite and vnne. 
ceſlary ruſt, otherwiſegiuen tomen of all ſorts and de. | 

rees through the Kingdome, who finding moneyesto 
Fe eaſily had of the Vſurer,by reaſon of this powerouet | 
mens bodies,and not knowing, ornot fearing the cloſe 
byung and cankerous nature-of Yſury;and being either 
Out of their owne good naturea little free and profuſe, 
or out of ſome accidentall cauſe of ſuites in-Law (or 
ſach like) neceſſitated little to exceede the compaſle | 


of their meanes, are ina very ſhort time by Intereſts 
and Forfaitures conſumed to nothing/, 'or their'e- 
Rates ſo farre boared through and embroyled ; that 
ſcaree one of a hundred- can recouer it all their life 
after. FI: ; 11511308 
_ Moreouer, this Impriſonment for Debts is the cauſe 
Bf muchmurder and bloud-ſhed. For beſides theins 


credible number of Priſoners yeerely choakt vp, and 
Caine by idlelife,ill ayre;fam ine,plagne,&c.(as before} 
and many times by - deſperate executions vpon their. 
owne bodies, forthe heany waight ofthe miſeries they 
beare, There aremany I and murders' often. 


committed betweene the Debtors ſeruants and friends; 
and the Bayliffes, Serieants, and Vnder-Sheriffes, who 
- ane reward, will venter life and limbe to kill orbe. 
Killed, for thearreſting and haling the debtor to priſon, 


; "ne may novbeconceiued, the left preiudiceton þ 
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Chriſtian Common-wealth , in that this Impriſoning. 
mens bodies for Debts, is che onely Nurſeand ſupport 
of Vſury and Extortion,which God cannot abide; and 
it is the only ſpoile of charity amongſtmen,which God. 
moſt loueth :who can tell how farrethewrath of God is. 

kindled againſt'this Common-wealth,,:or how much 
 preiudiceir hath, and mayreceinefor knowing and do- 
ing theſe things,andnetreformingthem?.....,,,.., :.. 
It Viury had not theſe Imprtifoning priuiledges, to. 


& £ : *%y 


| preuaile vpon the bodies: of men-z3.Then it would fol- 
low, that the Debtor, though hee had ayd the. Vſurer 
all his eſtate, yet hauing his perſon, qualities,and ende. - 
{ uours free, his friends conſtant, and his Credit vnſtay- 
ned with theprifon , is ſtillable; ready, ;and-fir ro.doe 
honour andſeruice to his Kingand.Countrey, and to 
| winne and purchaſe himſelfe anew-ecſtate ; to the pay- 
| mentofhis Debts, and aduancement of his owne for- 
| runes. But if he be once foyled. with the-priſon , hee 1s 
| diſabled to payany Debt,.to raiſe his fortunes,or to do 


| his Maicſtie or Countrey ſervice... 4 X 
| « Andagaine, if the recouery'of Debts were-to bee 
| made onely againſt the Debtors eſtate, Then it would 
| alſo follow, that this idle TraddofbaſeExtortion and 
| Viury , would not beealtogether{o frequent, nor1o - 
| preiudiciall ; for. the! greateſt: part. of. theſe. Vſurions 
| moneyes would bee imployed in; Lands:and lawtfull 
| Trade', whereby the poore. in Towne.and Countrey, 
| would bee more and better ſet on: worke : And ho- 
neſt Trade(that moſt aduanceth the honour, ſtrength, 
and wealth of a Kingdome ). would bee amplified : 
Charitie (the: Mother. and. roote; of; all other, ver- 
tues) would-abound ;,; and ſhine out. cuery where 1n 
her ancient ſplendour, and oy downe the eng. | 
ns TS 


; 


of God'mote plentiflly. pon this Kingdomi/and 
people. Truth, honeſty,and a good name, would bethe 
higheſtambirion; charirable and friendly borrowing 

and lending would be frequent ; and honeſt,dcaling 
men beſt imployed and eſteemed. #4335: 0! Now! 
_ © AndifVſurious gaitewere not, there could nothe. 
ſuch need of money, nor could money be fo ſcarce, for: 
then men would be carefull to reſerue money'by them, | 
to ſerue theirowne and their friends need,and free bor. 
rowing and'lending would cauſe and encreaſe charity 
and Chriftiatiamity amongft men,and knit them toge. | 
ther in ſtrongerbonds of loue, ſociety, and friendſhip, 

| whereas this lending forgaine, ſhuts vp the hand of all 
my ene and charity amongſt men. 4 
How neceflary therefore itis that this euill pradtiſe 


be retracted , as well for the poore atflited priſoners 


ſake, for piety and Tuſtice ſake, forthe King and-Come 
mon-wealthes ſake, and'to waſhthe hands of our St | 
tute Lawes, from the gutltof ſo longand ſogreatop- | 
em and vnchriſtian cruelty —_ the bodies and 


nes of poore men. Let it be conſidered; and thatalfo 
this 1ſt reformation will reſtore the life and honourdf 
the ancient common Lawes of this Kingdome, repayte 
the Kings and Common-wealthes lofle, and the Sub- 
ics freedome, anſwering to the Lawes of God , of 
Man, of Inftice and Conſcience. 67 x] 
By the premiſſes itappeareth, that Imprifonmentof 
mens bodies for Debris very much, and many wayes 
pretudiciall to theKingand Common-wealth ; which 
if theRecouery were made onely againſt the Debrots 
—_ <p perm were prevented, the Creditor bet- 
L yz an | 1 O | 
world of mileries c poore Debtor deliuered from 


The Conclufion.. 


FD T is therefore in Chriſtian charity wiſhed, 
H_ and in all godly pollicy defired.. Thar if it 


* 


ſhal nor ſeemefit to.grant alubilee, where» 
NE in mens bodies may be ſet free from Impri- 
ons ſonment and bondage, according to-the 
will of God inthe old Law; Orthatall Debtsand Treſ- 
| paſſes may be remitred according, to, the will of our 
Lord and Sauiour m thenew Law; ..: . m Ef] 

' Thar yet the bodies and endeuours.of allDebtors 
| may be free from Impriſonment, and the Creditors re- 
coucry be made againft the Debtors lands and goods, 
according to the. ancient fundamentall Lawes of this 
{Kingdome, which are notrepealed:thereforegought to 
 binde ,, and.in this behalfe are moſt conſonanttg the 


law of God, to.Chriſtiancharity, to the rule of Iuſtice, 


IC) 


* k « 
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| and to godly pollicy, as is beforeſhewne. , 


» ” » 4 ry F. 


|. Anditwerealſets be iſhed, thatthe Offices, Fees, 
Annuities, Chattelsand Lands, as wellentailedas.not 
entailed;, of all Debtors of what degree focuer (the 
| wifes portion and dower forthe reliete. of herſclicand 
| children, according to the practiſeof all other Coun- 
tries beingfir{t deducted)mightbelyableto.alliuft and 
conſ{cionable Debts. - | bf 

{ Howbeit, if the Credicorſhall-he able to proue the 
Debtor guilty of any fraudulent A&,to deceiue him or 
other, of their Debts, then theDebtoxrtro be impriſo- 
ned, and otherwiſe gricuouſly punithed asa criminall 
L - offender, 
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is body and goods lyable tothe Treg 
Jebr; in the vemoſt extremity that either the pr 


& 


ſenrLawes doe afford: or (if they bee not quickeang 
ſharpe enough, to diſcouer and puniſh frauds and trays 
ders in this kinde) bythe extremity of ſuch. 
ſhall be hereuponnewly deuiſed and enaQted,, whe 
there isno fauour'defired. oo © Oo = oh 
'' Soſhall Gods Law be eſtabliſhed Juſtice aduanet 
:hriſtian charity more practized, the ancient none 
of our Lawes andpoliitique gouernment rettored, 
| this iiinft, inconſcionable, and Heatheneſh crueltya 
* opprefſionofoneChriftianBrothervponthe other 
 Tpoyling, confuming,andſtaruing,&c. Togetherwii 
. allthe inexplicable amiferies thatatrend impriſonme 


C1 
b 


of Mens bodies for Debr,, bee clearely diſmiſſed and 


auoyded. 


k % 
%.; 


Andfinally, theſepBore Petitioners moſt humbi 
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